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Update on interface for 
submitting EO data 

access requests 
On 27 October, the registration process for the 29 EO 
data collections available via the "fast registration with 
approval" mechanism was updated. A new interface to 
request access to the data is accessible using the same 
Register button or How to access this data section in the 
data description pages. 

LATEST DATA NEWS 

Full Bit Rate products released no longer packaged 

After the introduction of native NetCDF data compression with Ice Baseline E, 

we have decided to distribute Full Bit Rate (FBR) products as separate .HDR 

and .nc files instead of a packaged .TGZ file as we have done until now. 

CryoSat’s swath processing technique 

For more than 30 years, satellite radar altimetry has been used to 

continuously monitor the state of the cryosphere and to investigate the impact 

of global warming on sea level rise. Owing to this, maps of ice sheet elevation 

and elevation change were derived. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

13/12/2021 

AGU Fall Meeting 

The Fall Meeting Programme 
schedule is now available. 
 

03/04/2022 

EGU General Assembly 

The abstract deadline for this event 
is 12 January 2022. 

23/05/2022 

Living Planet Symposium 

The abstract deadline for this event 
is 26 November 2021. 
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Highlight on: 

A long way for a 
little satellite  
 
Originally designed as a two-year mission 

and launched on 22 October 2001, PROBA-1 

is still going strong, providing very valuable 

hyperspectral data. 

The Project for On-Board Autonomy, or PROBA-1, is 

ESA’s technology demonstration mission operated 

with the support of ESA’s Earthnet Programme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 9 March 2018, after 5,982 days in orbit, PROBA-1 

surpassed ERS-2, making it ESA’s longest operated 

Earth observation mission of all time.  

Today, at 20 years of age and with 7,305 days in orbit, 

it can be said that it is truly one of a kind.  

The objectives of PROBA-1 are in-orbit demonstration 

and evaluation of new hardware and software 

spacecraft technologies and of on-board operational 

autonomy.   
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ERS’ contribution to altimetry 
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Satellite radar altimetry missions have 
transformed the way we see Earth and its 
oceans. Using the ranging capability of 
radars, they measure the surface 
topography profile along a satellite’s track. 
 
They provide precise measurements of a satellite's 
height above the ocean, by measuring the time 
interval between the transmission and reception of 
very short electromagnetic pulses. 
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Precise altimetry measurements give us the 
ability to observe essential climate change 
parameters such as time-varying sea-surface 
height, the lateral extent of sea ice, the altitude of 
large icebergs above sea level and the 
topography of land, ice sheets and the sea floor. 
They can also provide data for mapping sea-
surface wind speeds and significant wave 
heights. 
 
On 17 July 1991, ESA launched its first Earth 
Observation-dedicated satellite, the European 
Remote-Sensing Satellite 1 (ERS-1). It was 
followed by ERS-2 on 21 April 1995. Both ERS 
satellites’ payloads included an imaging synthetic 
aperture radar and a radar altimeter and aimed 
to study the complexities of the atmosphere, 
land, oceans and polar caps. 
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