











Foreword

For many centuries the Mediterranean Sea has played a
significant role in the affairs of Europe, but at no time
has attention been focused more strongly than at
present. The shorelines of two founder members of the
Community, France and Italy, encompass much of the
western basin while Spain, the third of this triumvirate,
is a more recent recruit as is Greece, which stands
sentinel over part of the eastern basin.

A natural beauty and warm climate combine to attract
more and more people to its shores each year placing a
considerable strain on an eco-system already in the
balance. For human activities profoundly affect the
health of the sea. Cities grow larger, traffic increases -
in the air, on the roads, and at sea. Fisheries are
strained beyond levels that can be sustained and some
species are in danger of disappearing altogether. The
search for offshore resources continues. And we need
no reminding that recently the area has seen more than
its share of human conflict.

More than ever, a watchful eye is required. National
agencies maintain a careful guard over there own
coastlines — but a more global perspective has been
difficult to achieve. Is the level of pollution within
individual Mediterranean basins increasing? Or, are the
agreements drawn up between most of the bordering
countries under the auspices of UNEP’s Mediterranean
Action Plan acting as a deterrent to potential polluters?
There is no unequivocal answer.

One powerful tool now at the disposal of the
Mediterranean community is remote sensing from
global orbiting satellites. The European Space Agency
has already launched two major spacecraft designed
primarily to monitor the state of the sea surface. Others
from America, France, Canada, Japan, India and Russia
are also in orbit around the earth or about to be
launched. What can they tell us about the
Mediterranean marine environment? At a time when
the European Commission is increasing its own role in
satellite programmes by funding co-operative
investigations into the development of applications,
and setting up a Centre for Earth Observation based on
a network of European data bases — and now that the
European Space Agency is moving closer to designing
satellites to monitor the coastal environment, this
booklet sets out to examine that question.
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