Predicting Culicoides imicola populations in space
and time using a discrete-time population model
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Breacking news Conclusion:

1/ Humans are not spared by Culicoides biting midges:
among 1250 species encountered all around the world,
some really appreciate human blood. Their bites are
irritating and this is particularly painful where they act in
large number.

2/ Collecting biting midges is
very easy when you know
where to find them: the use of
a UV light-trap during hardly
one hour may conduct the
entomologist to collect more
than 10 000 individuals.

3/ The main limitation encountered during Culicoides Perspective:
populations’ surveys is the time need to identify them at

the level of the genus — because they are numerous —

and worst at the level of species. In Belgium for

example, on the 44 species encountered, about 20 are

easily identifiable using stereomicroscope. Distinctions

between the others need to be investigated under

optical microscope and in certain cases through

genetics.
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