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Abstract 

In the Copernicus program, Sentinel-2 is the mission with the highest resolution. Thanks to 

frequent radiometric and geometric calibration, the mission is providing accurate and 

reliable reflectance measurements in 13 spectral bands in the VISNIR and the SWIR. 

Another key aspect is the guaranteed availability of long and consistent time series, with 

two Sentnel-2 units currently in operation and 2 more in preparation for the future. These 

aspects make Sentinel-2 a good source of reference data for inter-comparisons or vicarious 

calibration. 

 

We will present a brief overview of the Sentinel-2 mission characteristics, describe the 

calibration methodologies and provide a status on the mission performances and image 

quality. Finally we will discuss potential use of Sentinel-2 data for geometric and 

radiometric  validation of other sensors. 
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