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Abstract

Long-term monitoring of the sea level variations
requires that altimetric height
measurements be inter-calibrated
within a few millimetres. Inter-calibration means the
determination
of the relative biases and drifts between the range measurements
of the
different altimeters, as well as the determination of the
relative biases and drifts between the
measurements of the different
microwave radiometers, which are used to correct the
altimeter
measurements for water vapour induced path delay. In a first step,
results obtained
for the inter-calibration of the TOPEX/POSEIDON,
ERS-1 and ERS-2 altimeters over more than
4 years are given here
and discussed. The second step is devoted to the 4-year long inter-
calibration
of the TOPEX/POSEIDON, ERS-1 and ERS-2 microwave radiometers.
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