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1 INTRODUCTION 

In order to apply to the Sentinel-5P Validation Team call, a proposal must be submitted via 
the WWW (https://earth.esa.int/aos/S5PVT ). 

To facilitate assessment, English is preferred but French is also acceptable. 

Should you have any problem to submit your proposal, you can contact EOHelp: 
https://earth.esa.int/web/guest/contact-us.    

After the receipt of your project proposal, a review will be carried out in line with the 
approval procedure. For more details about the Call, please refer to the Sentinel-5P 
Validation Call (https://earth.esa.int/files/S5PVT_Call). 

2 LOGIN MY EARTHNET 

A pre-requisite to access the Submission area is to be logged into My Earthnet (see Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Login My Earthnet and Registration buttons in two different pages of EO-DISP 

In case you are not registered to ESA Earthnet (https://earth.esa.int), please select 
the button Register: this will lead you to the ESA EO-SSO registration area (see Figure 2), 
where you will have to create a user name (UMSSO-ID), select a Secret question and the 
reply, a password (at least 8 characters  long and contain  digits, lower and upper case 
letters as well as symbolic characters -such as !?@$*), and provide your Email address. A 
registration link will be then sent to the provided Email address, allowing to activate your 
registration. In case of  problems, please contact: http://earth.esa.int/contactus/ 

To submit a proposal in reply to the S5PVT call, Login to MyEarthnet (see Figure 1), 
go to the S5PVT homepage (https://earth.esa.int/aos/S5PVT) and select the link  Submit a 
proposal. See more details in 3 PROPOSAL  SUBMISSION. 

In case you lost your UM-SSO password, the system online at: https://eo-sso-
idp.eo.esa.int/idp/umsso20/admin will allow you to generate an Email with a link to create 
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a new password. When accessing that link you will be requested to reply to the Secret 
question defined when creating the account. Note: in some cases ESA created an user 
account for you in the past. If you are unsure about it and you do not remind having set a 
Secret question, you can try using firstname.lastname as User ID and reply to the default 
question (Who is your favourite singer) with your firstname.lastname, even if you are off-
key…. In case of  problems, please contact: http://earth.esa.int/contactus/.  
Important: proposal submission is responsibility of the person uniquely associated with an 
ESA EO-SSO code. This corresponds to a name, lastname and Email (see previous 
paragraph) and can’t be shared amongst users.  

Figure 2: ESA EO-SSO interface

3 PROPOSAL  SUBMISSION 

3.1 How to initiate a submission 
The submission of a proposal can be only started from the Submit proposal link on the 
homepage of the call (https://earth.esa.int/aos/S5PVT). Such page can be reached from 
the PI Community pages by selecting the S5PVT icon in the section Open Opportunities for 
Researchers or the link Announcements of Opportunity (see Figure 3).  
The Submit a proposal link will lead the submitter to My Earthnet page. Note: if you have 
not yet registered to the ESA EO-SSO (see previous paragraph) you must do so in order to 
start your request. 
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Figure 3:  PI Community homepage: links to submit a request for this Call can be found within the 
Announcement of Opportunities area (right).

Once the Submission has started, the PI will access his My Earthnet area,where the 
required information to get access to the requested data has to be entered (see Figure 4). 

Figure 4: ESA My Earthnet area. The Main Submission Area provides the links to the forms to be filled-
in to apply to the S5PVT call. On the right menu, links to request access to ESA online data (My Online 
Data) and to submit a New proposal for ESA restrained dataset (e.g. ASAR full resolution)

On proposal initialization only the Cover Page will be accessible; on completion of the 
forms associated to it, the system will assign an ID to the proposal and the second link will 
be accessible. Only after all the parts of the proposal will have been duly filled-in 
a Submit button will appear, enabling formal submission of the proposal. 

Notes: 
• In the case the submitter, in addition to the Sentinel-5P data, is interested in

accessing ESA or ESA TPM products systematically available on the internet, the
My Online data link shown in My Earthnet area (Figure 4) offers the possibility
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to select and access them almost immediately (as soon as the online Terms and 
Conditions are accepted , depending on the type of data selected). 

• In the case the submitter wants to get access to ESA and ESA TPM data, which
are available “on demand” (data that need to be produced, and for which a 
product quota set by ESA is compulsory), the New Project link shown in My 
Earthnet area (Figure 4) offers the possibility to submit a detailed request for 
such data to ESA. 

On acceptance of the proposal, the information provided about the Submitter, Submitter's 
Institute, Project's Summary and Schedule will be publicly available on the Website, unless 
differently requested and justified in the Executive Summary of the proposal.  

3.2 What information needs to be provided 
The following sections illustrate name and content of the forms that the Submitter must 
fill-in to provide all the detailed information to allow the Agencies to evaluate the proposal 
properly: 

• The Cover page: general information about the Submitter and an overview of the
project

• The Specific forms for the Call (Sentinel-5P Validation Team Call form file (pdf),
available for download at: https://earth.esa.int/files/S5PVT_Form, with detailed
information about the project

3.2.1 Cover Page 

3.2.1.1 Title 

Title of the validation proposal (should not exceed 256 characters) 

3.2.1.2 Application domains and location 

This call focuses exclusively on Calibration and Validation of Sentinel-5P products. Please 
select “Calibration/Validation” as primary application domain and leave empty the 
secondary application domain. 

3.2.1.3 Executive summary 

A concise resume is required including the problem to be addressed, team description, 
approach taken and expected outcomes. Requests for not making publicly available such 
information shall be justified here (should not exceed 4000 characters). 

3.2.1.4 S5PVT lead team member (PI) information 

This section contains details about the S5PVT Lead team member (name, institution, town, 
address, postcode, phone...). The fields Fax and Acronym of the Institute are not 
compulsory, the field Email can not be modified (it can only be updated within the UMSSO 
interface at: https://eo-sso-idp.eo.esa.int/idp/umsso20/admin). All communications will 
be addressed to the Email provided in this section. 
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3.2.1.5 Support team members (Co-PI) 

To add a support team member, the S5PVT lead team member is requested to insert the 
support team member Email address and search it in the system: 

• If the person is found, the S5PVT lead team member is requested to confirm the
selection

• If the person is not found, the S5PVT lead team member is requested to submit
further information –if available- about the team member (eg name, lastname,
address, town, postcode, country of residence, phone, fax…). None of the fields
presented in this section is compulsory.

Note: on proposal submission, the support team member will receive an Email to inform 
about involvement in the project   

3.2.2 Upload the Sentinel-5P Validation Team Call form file 
Detailed information about the project must be provided in this section. If you have not yet 
downloaded the pdf file available at: https://earth.esa.int/files/S5PVT_Form, you may 
find in this section a link to download it. Once the pdf has been duly completed, you must 
upload it using the File Upload button available in this section. In case you want to add 
more files (eg kmz of study-areas, list of publications…) please zip all files (including the 
completed pdf) in a single one. 
The pdf forms aim to collect the following information (please refer to the form for more 
information): 

• Fast Track (for proposals expected to start during the commissioning phase)
• Validation Project Title and acronym (same information provided in 3.2.1.1)
• S5PVT lead team member name and address (same information provided in 3.2.1.4)
• Support team member names and addresses (same information provided in 3.2.1.5)
• Description of the team
• S5PVT Sub group
• Executive Summary of activity (same information provided in 3.2.1.3)
• Introduction and Background
• Statement of the validation activity
• Aim and Objectives
• Scientific Approach
• Scientific Methodology
• Overview of data requirements
• Details about the Sentinel-5P data required
• Details about the Third Party Mission (TPM) data required
• Details about the other EO data to be used
• Validation Data to be collected
• Expected Results and outcomes from the work
• Proposed schedule and reporting
• Availability of (e.g. national) funding
• Availability of supporting infrastructure and data sources
• Tools
• Collaborative benefit derived from participation as S5PVT member
• Feedback to Agencies
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4 EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 

4.1 Evaluation and selection procedures 
Internal panels of ESA will review the proposals and recommend acceptance received in 
response to this call, with a final decision taken by the Mission Management. The following 
criteria will be used in the evaluation of all proposals:  

• Relevance of the proposed project to the objectives of Sentinel-5P validation
and/or retrieval activity;

• Scientific quality and integrity of the proposed work;
• Collaborative benefit derived from participation as S5PVT member;
• Feasibility and probability of success;
• Credibility of proposed underlying financial support and available infrastructure.

5 HOW TO MODIFY AND SUBMIT A PROPOSAL 

Proposal submission can be quit at any moment, the submitter shall ensure to press the 
"save" button in order to save all the information to be re-accessed at a later stage of 
proposal submission. To re-access the proposal the submitter shall access his My Earthnet 
area and will find it listed in the section My Projects, with its associated status. A project 
with status “initial” can be still modified and updated; once a proposal has been submitted, 
this cannot be any more modified. 

Final submission of the proposal can be done only after all the fields have been duly 
completed: a "Submit" button will appear in the Proposal Submission Area. Pressing the 
button will produce a formal submission of the proposal (e.g. no more changes can be 
performed on the proposal's contents) and an automatic submission acknowledgement will 
be sent to the Email of the submitter. 

6 FOLLOW-ON ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

Following acceptance notification, selected projects will be invited to join a Sentinel-5P 
Validation Team sub-group and a collaborative agreement will be established with the 
Validation Team members formalising the terms and conditions of the collaboration.  
Note:  

• there will be no ESA funding under this call;
• in some cases projects may be required to amend the proposal in order to meet the

acceptance criteria and in accordance with the remarks expressed by the evaluators.
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